12.   INTERVIEW TO "THE STAR"

[JOHANNESBURG,
January 10, 1908]

Mr. Gandhi insisted upon the elimination of the element of compulsion of the
Act and the consequent withdrawal of the notices regarding the issue of licences and
registration. In return he undertook that every Indian in the country would be
registered in a month's time according to a form to be mutually agreed upon which
would be issued to those Indians entitled to remain in the Colony or who were other-
wise approved.

If voluntary registration were faithfully carried out, the Registration Act would
become useless, and the Indian community would look for its withdrawal during the
next session of Parliament. If on the other hand the undertaking of the leaders were
not fulfilled, Mr. Gandhi said he would welcome the enforcement of the Act against
those who had not complied.

He was prepared to go further, evidently with the view of meeting the prejudice
against the Indian trader, and was anxious that the Government and the various
municipalities should frame by-laws governing the issue of trading licences, so that
only Indians with suitable premises and with the means of keeping a proper system
of accounts should be licensed to trade.
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13.   LAST MESSAGE TO SOUTH AFRICAN INDIANS
[JOHANNESBURG,
January 10, 1908]
To TRANSVAAL INDIANS
It must be borne in mind that success in the struggle will depend
on what the Transvaal Indians do while those arrested remain in gaol.
It is well therefore that the Government has arrested some persons.
It will be a testing time for the others.
Cowards will spread panic. Blacklegs will say all manner of things.
It is my appeal to all my brave fellow-countrymen to remain undaunted
by these, and be ever mindful of their pledge and keep up their courage,
At the very beginning of the campaign we had resolved not to
compromise our honour by submitting to the obnoxious law, whatever
the cost. We find hundreds of examples, among the British, of persons
sacrificing their all for honour and country. It is only when we do likewise
that we shall become esteemed men and retain that esteem. I therefore